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An Alchemic Cauldron: Denise

Installation view of "TrincAr™ by Denise Milan, 13th Bienal do Mercosul, Forto Alegre, 2022/Photo: Mateus Bruxel. Courlesy of the artist. . .
Milan Discusses “TrincAr” at

A fourteen-meter-long horizontal fissure on a black wall with circa 600 kilos of amethysts the Thirteenth Mercosul

(a violet variety of quartz), and 180 kilos of crystalline projections of gypsum, along with Biennial

translucent glass spheres within its hollow, make up the installation “TrincAr" by

multimedia artist Denise Milan that greets visitors to the Thirteenth Mercosul Biennial, in Don't Look Away: A Review of
Brazil's farthest-south state capital, Porto Alegre. The event, curated by Marcello Dantas, Social Fabric: Art and Activism
Tarsila Riso and Laura Cattani, brings ninety-nine local and international artists, such as in Contemporary Brazil at the
Marina Abramovic, from twenty countries to exhibit in ten cultural spaces of Porto Alegre, University of Texas

such as the MARGS (Museum of Art of Rio Grande do Sul), where Milan's rock crystal

installation mesmerizes and glitters. Larger Than Life: The Legacy
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Artist Denise Milan and her installation TrincAr, 13th Bienal do Mercosul, Porto Alegre, 2022. /Photo: Mateus Bruxel. Courtesy of the
artist.

Sao Paulo-born Milan's work comes from an alchemic cauldron with sprigs from science,
technology, anthropology, philosophy, literature and music to create installations in her
wide-ranging oeuvre from public art, opera, performances, video art, sculpture to poetry.
In Brazil, the artist has participated at the S&o Paulo Bienal (1989, 1991, 2018) and
exhibited at museums such as the MASP and MAM SP. Milan has exhibited in Europe,
Africa, Asia and in the United States in New York (P.S. 1, The Institute for Art and Urban
Resources—MoMA), Chicago (Adler Planetarium astronomy museum, MCA and Chicago
Cultural Center), and Washington D.C. (Wilson Center and John F. Kennedy Center).

Detail of the instaliation "TrincAr™ by Denise Milan, 13th Bienal do Mercoswi, Parto Alegre, 2022/Fhoto: Thiele Elissa. Courtesy of the
artist

Denise, explain to us what moved you to create the current installation?

The theme of the Thirteenth Mercosul Biennial, “Trauma, Dreams and Escape,” addresses
the impact of COVID-19. The world became breathless. My work is about the genesis of
the stones and rocks formed in the bubbles of Earth’s magma. “TrincAr” means crack but
its last two letters in Portuguese mean “air”: ar. The installation has a fourteen-meter-long
fissure on the wall that narrates the “drama of matter” within these “bubbles.” They are
made of translucent glass spheres, the place of conflict, of "to be or not to be,” when
quartz stone may or may not exist, and might simply disappear. We cannot live without
air. In the search of how life continues, | had to look through the crack.

Detail of the instaliation "TrincAr™ by Denise Milan, 13th Bienal do Mercoswi, Parto Alegre, 2022/Fhoto: Thiele Elissa. Courtesy of the
artist

Tell us some more about the “drama of matter.”

Through this rupture on the wall, we are able to penetrate through time, through 130
million-year-old matter and contemplate its ancient knowledge. Light passes through the
crack; it is reinvigorating; it brings cure. The light makes visible the alchemy that points to
the way of survival. Healing is the overcoming of conflict; it is overcoming the “drama of
matter”; it is learning how matter finds its own solution when it faces obstacles. A scar is
left by a healed wound, it is also a sign that conflict has been solved, the self-
regeneration of matter, as well as an existential cure. “TrincAr" is a "metaphor for survival”
in today’s world.
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Why is it meaningful to have the installation in Rio Grande do Sul?

Earth is always narrating its staries. In its early times, the continents formed a single block
called Pangea, 220 million years ago. The supercontinent began to crack and separate
and 130 million years ago, through the dynamics of tectonic plates, Brazil, Africa and
India became the continents as we know now. Then a great volcanic lava erupted in the
region of south Brazil, at what is now Rio Grande do Sul, our farthest-southern state, and
the magma gave birth to the amethysts present in this installation. That is why being here,
with them, is an homage for the time of the great transformations of Earth—its unique way
of adaptation and its own way of healing. Connecting them to our own wounds is to
become aware that we are part of the greater event of creation that unites us to a
common purpose of survival.
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